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Visitors Welcome 

The Genera! Museum-Library of 
the Suffolk County Historical So- 
ciety, at Riverhead, is open daily 
(except Sundays and Holidays) 
from one to five P. M. 

Visitors always welcome (no 
charge) at this educational insti- 
‘ution where items connected with 
Long Island’s history, culture and 
natural sciences are on display. 
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To Our Readers 


When we launched the Long Is- 
land Forum more than twenty-one 
years ago, it was a step we had 
long planned—to publish a periodi- 
cal devoted to the island’s history 
and kindred subjects. After ap- 
pearing as a bi-monthly for Janu- 
ary, March and May of 1938 with 
en ever increasing number of sub- 
scribers at $1.50 a year, it be- 
came a monthly with the June 1938 
issue. But not until May 1945 was 
the yearly subscription rate in- 
creased to $2, since which time—a 
matter of fourteen years of rising 
prices—it has remained the same. 

With the coming (April) issue, 
however, we are finally compelled 
to increase the rate to $3. The 
reasons for this increase must be 
too apparent to need explanation. 
In this field, as in most others, the 
cost of production has more than 
doubled during the Forum’s twenty- 
one years of publication. 

We feel confident that the 
Forum’s readers will appreciate 
the necessity of this step. We sin- 
cerely trust that all present sub- 
scribers will see fit to pay this 
new rate as their renewals come 
due. 

Subscriptions now due should be 
paid before April 1 to be entitled 
to the present rate. 

Paul Bailey, Publisher 





Island’s Historic Churches 


Thank you for publishing the 
picture of the Old Sand Hole 
Church (Lynbrook) in the October 
issue of the Forum. I was es- 
pecially appreciative of the infor- 
mation since I needed it to com- 
plete a talk I have which goes 
with the series of slides on His- 
tcric Churches of Long Island. 

You will probably also be inter- 
ested to know that a great deal 
of the information gathered for this 
series has come from Paul Bailey’s 
two volume Long Island history. 

Mrs. H, M. Van Cleaf 
Rockville Centre 
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CHurricanes and Other Storms 


G TUDENTS of the subject are 

agreed that the most drastic 
changes in the shorelines of Long 
Island have been wrought by storms. 
We know of no complete list of 
all the many storms of varying in- 
tensity that have visited this area 
during the 350 years since the first 
white explorer trod its soil. Cer- 
tainly we do not pretend to pre- 
sent such a list. Our information 
on the subject has been collected 
from research in the island's gen- 
eral history. 

The first great storm recorded 
for these parts was in 1635—the 
year of the island's first white set- 
tlement at Flatlands (Brooklyn). 
This storm broke on August 15 
of that year and, according to Mor- 
ton’s New England Memorial, it 


“Blew down houses, uncovered 
divers others, divers vessels were 
lost at sea; it caused the sea to 


swell in some places so that it arose 
to twenty feet right up and down, 
and made many Indians to climb 
into trees for their safety; blew 
down many hundred thousand 
trees.” 

Another devastating storm oc- 
curred in the winter of 1690-91 
and according to the records it tore 
away the outer beach at Fire Island 
to such an extent that the inlet, 
once called Great Gut, was increas- 
ed to a width of nine miles. In 
this storm a number of whaleboats 
used by off-shore whalers and kept 
on the outer beaches were smashed 
or carried away and numerous sail- 
boats moored in bays and harbors 
or hauled ashore for winter storage 
were wrecked or damaged beyond 
repair. 

R. M. Devens, in “Our First 
Century”, published in 1877, lists 
a very severe gale of 1723 which 
created a great deal of damage on 
Long Island and on its adjacent 
waters. In September 1782, dur- 
ing the Revolution, a _ hurricane 
swept up the Atlantic, barely touch- 
ing Long Island but some leagues 
to the east destroying several ships 
of the French squadron enroute 
here to aid the American colonies. 
Less than a month later a second 
hurricane occurred in this area. 


Paul Bailey 


Also during the Revolution, in 
August 1776, a hurricane struck 
Long Island of which Osborn Shaw, 
Brookhaven Town Historian, wrote 
in 1939: “The awfulness of this 
storm, which lasted from 7 to 9 
o'clock at night, over New York 
and the west end of Long Island 
and possibly further east, struck 
such terror that it was remembered 
in families for more than a hun- 
dred years afterward, and I well 
recall how, when I was a boy, my 


father told me of it and of the 
‘great wheel of fire’ that went 


across the sky.” 

Long Island’s greatest blizzard 
of all time is known as the Christ- 
mas Blizzard of 1811. Sunday, 
December 22, was clear and spring- 
like, but that night the temperature 
dropped to near zero as a north- 
west gale brought the first flurry 
of snow. By daybreak, drifts had 
begun to block the roads. The 
snow continued, with increasing 
wind and cold throughout Monday, 
and all that night, finally ending 
Tuesday evening, Christmas eve. 
By then more than fifty vessels had 
come ashore in the sound with great 
loss of life. The south shore of 
the island was strewn with stranded 
ships and wreckage. 

Christmas was devoted to rescue 
work along both shores, and to re- 
covering bodies, many of which 
were found encased in ice. Some 


of the unidentified bodies were 
buried in the salt meadows where 
digging was possible in the rela- 
tively soft ground. Homes were 
thrown open to the rescued and to 
those, who, having themselves suc- 
ceeded in reaching shore, sought 
shelter. Similar conditions existed 
all along the eastern seaboard from 
the Carolinas into Canada. It was 
later estimated that the total num- 
ber of deaths in the holocaust 
from drowning, freezing and other 
causes ran into the thousands. 

Only four years later, Long 
Island was struck by its most 
devastating hurricane which, like 
the Christmas blizzard of 1811, 
covered a very large area. From 
St. Barts in the West Indies 
it left a wake of destruction 
as far north as the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence. It reached Long Island 
as a northeaster, accompanied by 
torrential rain, on September 21. 
Early the next morning the wind 
shifted suddenly to north and 
northwest, increasing in velocity 
throughout the day and night until 
the morning of the 23rd, finally 
ending late that afternoon. Of this 
hurricane, Augustus Griffin's Jour- 
nel, published in 1857, had this 
to say: 

‘“#* 3 3 the wind blew so vio- 
lently that houses were unroofed, 
barns blown down, and trees torn 
up by their roots. The tide rose 
in our harbor (Orient) to an alarm- 
ing height. * * * Several vessels 

















After the ‘38 Hurricane at Westhampton Beach 
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were lost and sunk in the Sound 
that night, and, in some instances, 
every soul on board perished.” 
Daniel Hildreth of Water Mill 
in Southampton town wrote in his 
diary that “The sea rose so high 
that it swept down almost every 
dune or bank the length of Long 
Island. Because of the great waves 
from the ocean, Mecox Bay at 
Watermill rose so high that it ran 
over the dam into the Mill Pond 
* * * many houses about the town 
were unroofed, fences and _ trees 
were leveled to the ground * * * 
Timber in the woods was a heap 
of destruction * * * The corn was 
ruined, and the sea wind drove 
the sand into the ponds and creeks 
and Bays * * * and covered up 
much valuable land and meadow.” 
A letter dated Sag Harbor, Sun- 
day evening, Sept. 24, 1815, since 
printed in a number of accounts 
of this storm, reads in part as 
follows: “Trees were strewn in 
every direction about our streets. 
Mr. Sleight’s rope-walk was blown 
down. The tide rose six feet high- 
er than it was ever seen. All the 
cellars and many houses in the 
lower parts were full of water. The 
lighthouse on Montauk was so in- 
jured that no light can be kept in 
it until the lantern be repaired 
* * * Mills are destroyed, and or- 
chards and forest trees overthrown. 
Mr. Gardiner, at Gardiner’s Island, 
is a considerable sufferer by the loss 
of his wharf, orchard, and large 
quantities of valuable timber.” 
Disastrous as this hurricane was, 
in the loss of vessels, the destruc- 
tion of buildings and trees and the 
inundation of large areas of farm- 
land, the following year brought 
another great catastrophe. It is 
known to history as “the year with- 
out a summer’. This year of 1816 
brought havoc and privation to most 
of the country as well as to Long 
Island. It began with an unusually 
warm January until the last few 
days of the’month. Then came bit- 
ing cold, followed by a warm spell 
that ended in mid-March which in 
turn was succeeded by unseasonable 
warmth. Late in April came a 
heavy snowfall, again followed by 
a warm spell during which farms 
were ploughed and gardens plant- 
ed. But in May came the year’s 
most severe cold, solidly freezing 


Continued on page 53 
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eMako and Other Sharks 


OU can never tell where a 

“find” will take you! I made 
a find that led me off through 
many dictionaries, encyclopedias, 
magazines and books plus conver- 
sations with a score of people. What 
came out of it goes into this article. 

On one of my jaunts along the 
beach at Fire Island I picked up 
a bone that came from a big fish 
- - even now it has a slight fishy 
smell. It is the shape of a vertebra 
with deeply concave ends and when 
stood on either end, makes an ex- 
cellent ash tray. It serves that pur- 
pose in my living room. 

One evening John F. Suss drop- 
ped around to the house. He is 
one of the most intelligent and 
reliable seafaring men I know. I 
showed him the fishbone and re- 
ferred to it as a piece from a shark's 
backbone. John stared at me in 
polite astonishment and asked, ‘For 
God's sake, Smitty, don’t you know 
sharks have no bones?’ That was 
news to me and it lured me off 
on a self-educating tack. 

I don't suppose there has ever 
been a summer when Long Island 
did not have a shark scare. While 
we were kids at Far Rockaway there 
were days in which no one went 
in the ocean because someone had 
seen something that looked like a 
shark. We never saw a shark but 
we kept out of the water like every- 
one else. 

I saw my first real shark about 
twelve years ago. It was a hammer- 
head, the most awful looking thing 
I have ever seen: — worse than 
any bad dream. We were offshore 
in a 28-foot Richardson trying for 
tuna which did not put in an ap- 
pearance. We always carried along 
a pail of dried blood fertilizer to 
provide some fun with sharks in 
case there were dull moments. The 
fertilizer was used by florists and 
originated at slaughter houses. We 





The Author 


Mr. Smith, although one of Long 
Island’s leading students of nature, 
insists that it is only a hobby. He 
served many years as_ secretary- 
treasurer of the Nassau County 
Historical Society. 


Julian Denton Smith 


threw several handfuls on the water. 
It dissolved slowly turning the 
water reddish and establishing a 
chum line of bloodied water. 

A mighty swirl showed that 
something big had sniffed the chum 
line. Nothing broke water and 
switls appeared irregularly. Soon 
more fish had been attracted as a 





Bringing in a Mako 


couple of swirls made simultan- 
eously. We stopped the chumming 
lest we gather more sharks than 
we wanted. 

Shortly sharks appeared right be- 
side the boat. They looked like 
dim, shadowy figures moving about 
inquisitively. A ten-footer came up 
top. I do not know what kind 
it was. It had the shape of an 
ordinary fish but much larger and 
with a pointed mouth, piggish eyes 
and straight slits where the gills 
should be. I should have some 
recollection of the mouth, but I do 
not remember seeing it. 

We took a few shots at the shark 
but they were ineffective. The 
water must have slowed the bullets 
or they bounced off the tough hide. 
Oa trips offshore we always had 
a-gun along for perfectly logical 
reasons. Target practice consisted 
of putting a hole through a shark’s 


dorsal fin as the fish basked at the 
surface and the fin stuck straight 
up out of the water. 

The long shark swung around 
the boat a few times and was gone. 
Others showed deep in the water or 
at a distance. Suddenly one came 
up almost touching the boat. The 
head was misshapen, ugly and 
ghastly extending about a foot to the 
sides with bumpy, membranous, 
scarred protrusions. The eyes fitted 
into the ends of these enormous, 
awkward, wart-like extensions. No 
one thought to take a close, sure 
shot at the hammerhead — we were 
all too fascinated and fearful to 
think of a gun, I guess. The ham- 
merhead lunged around and then 
simply lowered itself out of sight. 
The lowering seemed like a sinking 
as though the fish had filled with 


water and dropped away. 


That is as close to sharks as I 
have ever come and it will be close 
enough for the. rest of my life. 

The Japanese love the meat of 
hammerhead sharks. The Chinese 
extract the gelatine from shark fins 
and use it in preparing one of their 
rich gelatinous soups. Many Ameri- 
cans find mako shark meat especial- 
ly desirable and tasty. It has the 
texture and quality of turkey white 
meat. Bill Wisner says mako steaks 
put hair on the palms of your 
hands! 


Some shark skins are fine and 
thin and are made into leather. 
Shark liver yields a large quantity 
of oil which has been valuable un- 
til recently when commercial mix- 
tures have appeared with increasing 
favor. Many kinds of sharks have 
skins covered with numerous close- 
set, pointed denticles, a modifica- 
tion of scales. These skins are 
treated and become a sort of sand- 
paper called Shagreen. There is 
a large demand for Shagreen in 
polishing wood. All other parts 
of sharks go into glue, meal, and 
so forth. 

I have come across a family tree 
of fish. It looks for all the world 
like the typical genealogical tree. 
Down close to the ground two off- 
shoots bear away from the main 
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tree. The two shoots indicate 
sharks and rays and have in par- 
enthesis the word boneless. 

The skeletons of sharks and rays 
are of cartilage, not bone, and even 
the skulls are cartilaginous. This 
unusual skeleton is responsible for 
the amazing agility of sharks for 
surely few fish can equal a shark 
when it comes to maneuverability. 

It seems that the lower jaw is 
also without bone which expedites 
the movement of the teeth. Some 
sharks have five, six or seven 
sets of teeth—rows of teeth. These 
are in varying degrees of develop- 
ment. The row currently in use 
is on the outside and composed of 
very sharp teeth. They are usual- 
ly triangular in shape and with ser- 
rated edges. When this outer row 
is worn down, it is replaced by the 
next row in back moving up. If 
a single tooth of the outside row 
is broken off, in all probability it 
is pushed out and replaced by the 
tooth just in back. The youngest 
row of teeth is soft, something like 
thick celluloid. The teeth harden 
as they age. They are good, firm, 
solid teeth by the time they take 
their final position in the outside 
row. Sharks with this tooth ar- 
rangement can never be at a dis- 
advantage through lack of teeth for 
defense or aggression. 

A variety of opinion seems to ex- 
ist on how the young come about. 
Apparently some kinds of sharks 
are oviparous and other kinds vivi- 
parous. I do not know that it is 
definitely understood which kind is 
which. One thing about it—those 


young that come into this world 
alive need to be instantly bright and 
in possession of all their faculties 
and powers to avoid being appro- 
priated as lunch by the unsuspect- 
ing but ever-hungry parent. 

Sharks are by no means _per- 
nickety when it comes to diet. They 
are scavengers and eat anything in- 
cluding tin cans. Someone has re- 
marked that by being a bit selective 
anyone can get enough stuff out of 
a shark's belly to make an alarm 
clock, even one that chimes. Sharks 
love flesh — reindeer, seals, horse 
and occasionally human. They are 
partial, however to fish. Let a 
shark enter Jones Inlet and fisher- 
men for miles around might just 
as well haul in their lines and go 
home for there will not be a fish 
to be found. They are all scared 
to death of the shark and promptly 
take off for the tall grass and shoal 
waters. 

There is what came of my “‘find” 
. .. picking up a fishbone on Fire 
Island and thinking it came from 
a shark. But what an interesting 
creature a shark really is! 

Thank you for publishing the ar- 
ticle (by Capt. Wilbur A. Corwin 
in November issue) about my 
grandfather, Mr. Oliver H. P. Rob- 
inson, inventor of ball bearings. I 
clearly remember the _ original 
wheels and also the wheel chair 
that he made for my grandmother. 
Mrs. E. S. Davis, East Hampton. 

I think so much of the Forum 
because I have found it to be very 
informative and interesting. Mrs. 
Mary E, Fuller, Riverhead. 
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Hire Island e/Map of 1798 


ESS than a decade after the 

first President of the United 
States made his historic tour of 
colonial Long Island in 1790, one 
Samuel Wheeler, a surveyor, was 
commissioned to make a survey 
and draw a map of the township 
of Islip and adjacent areas, in- 
cluding what is known today as 
Fire Island. The existence of this 
ancient chart came to our attention 
some months ago, and was found 
ir: the old files of the Surveyor- 
General in a vault in the Depart- 
ment of Public Works of the State 
of New York at Albany. 

Badly discolored by age, and 
quite frayed from passage from 
hand to hand for nearly 200 years, 
it is still iegible, and it was pos- 
sible -to obtain excellent photo- 
stats of the four heavy sheets which 
make up the whole map, and a 
more intriguing and _ interesting 
document would be hard to find. 

According to the best authorities, 
it settles once and for all the dis- 
putes about the original name of 
today’s Fire Island and _ indicates 
that it was known as East Beach, 
and that the title Fire Island was 
derived from a chain of four (not 
five) islands which lay practically 
across the inlet. 

Most unusual was the method 
used in drawing and lettering this 
old map. It is quite obvious that 
the draughtsman had his sheet 
pegged to a table and worked 
around it from all four sides, add- 
ing his field notes and lettering 
from whatever side he happened 
to be on, as to read the map, one 
must turn it each time to decipher 
the fine script. 

Quaint phrases and _long-for- 
gotten terms cover the surface. In 
describing the inlet which is re- 
ferred to as ‘Great Fier Island In- 
let or Ship Chanel” the lettering 
advises that it is “carrying two 





The Author 


Mr. Tuomey, for many years on 
the staff of the national magazine 
Living, grew up within an hour’s 
sail of Fire Island and learned its 
legends, traditions and _ history 
from those who knew them before 
him. 
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fathoms of water over tl.e Bar’ and 
shows that in 1798 there were three 
passages through the inlet, a South 
Channel, Middle Channel and a 
“Slew”. Of particular interest to 
the writer is the fact that the map 
shows a house on the Island, la- 
beled ‘‘James Smith House’ and 
almost at the identical spot where 
we saw the remains of a huge fire- 
place uncovered some fifty years 
ago, which we described in the 
February Forum. 

The mainland portion of the 
map is replete with odd names for 
places with which we are familiar. 
Lake Ronkonkoma is indicated as 
“Rocconcomac Pond’ and_ other 
areas are labeled ‘“Weni-Comack’’, 
“A Section Called The Haupague”’ 
and ‘‘Secatague — In Indian The 
Fort’. Great South Bay is shown 
as ‘The Bay or Sound’. The scale 
of the map is shown as ‘Twenty 
Chains An Inch’. 

No doubt the estimable Mr. 
Wheeler must have spent months, 
and possibly more than a year in 
preparing this work. The under- 


taking was great for the time; but 
in one corner the following modest 
statement appears. 
A Map of the Toundship of Is- 
lip in which I hav endeavored 
to be as accurate is possible in 
But 


denluniateing Roads etc. 


there are some things laid down 

by computation only on the its- 

lands in the Bay or Sound the 
size and length of the streams 
and Rivers by the Bay and the 

Lake or pond called Rocconco- 

mac pond yet being thoroughly 

Acquainted with these I think 

they are very near the truth. I 

therefore subscribe myself, yours 

to serve you etc. 

Samuel Wheelec............... Surveyor 

Wath, ‘Comn) 3.5.50 Supervisor 

Islip Jan. 1, 1798. 

Granting that Samuel Wheeler's 
survey establishes the fact that the 
name Fire Island belonged to the 
four small islands, and not to the 
area now known by that title, there 
still remains the question of how 
they came by it. During the past 
fifty years we have heard no less 
than a dozen theories, most of them 
too probable to be dismissed light- 
ly. The first of these claims that 
at one time a map-maker for the 
government was correcting a chart, 
and misread the lettering which 
called the small islands “The Five 
Islands” and lettered his new chart 
The Fire Islands’. 

Another theory, much in evi- 
dence half a century ago, was to 
the effect that about 1770 the then 
Royal Governor of New York, tir- 
ing of the loss of ships and men 
along the outer beach, made a con- 
tract with a local Indian tribe to 





Fire Island Light 
Etched by George R. Avery 
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light fires on the islands incide 
the inlet, in order to guide ships 
into the safer waters of the bay. 

Still another favorite theory is 
that professional wreckers would 
build fires east of the inlet to lure 
ships ashore on the beach, and then 
plunder them. Each and every one 
of these explanations involves some 
type of fire or flare, but by whom 
or why is yet to be decided. 

We have had our own theory 
for quite a long time. It was ad- 
vanced by a very old lady whose 
family has lived in the Babylon 
area for many generations, as a 
matter of fact since 1692. Ac- 
cording to her, in colonial days a 
man named Isaac Stratford estab- 
lished a whaling station on the 
beach and also a try-works for re- 
ducing the whale blubber to oil. 
Night and day during the whaling 
season, a row of huge fires blazed 
beneath the iron cauldrons, and 
mainlanders, looking across the bay, 
would say to one another “There's 
lire on the island tonight’. 


Farmer-Poet Writes Again 


“A Further Harvest — from the 
farm by the sea”, containing forty- 
nine very lovely poems by Leslie 
T. Wells, Riverhead’s truly talented 
Farmer-Poet, has come to hand. 
Illustrated by Mr. Wells’ son-in-law, 
John W,. Howard, this well printed 
collection comprises the second 








L. I. FORUM INDEX 


The Queens Borough Public Li- 
brary sells a complete index of the 
Long Island Forum for the years 
1938-1947 inclusive, at $1 postpaid. 
Also for the years 1948-1952 in- 
clusive, at 50 cents postpaid. They 
may be obtained by writing to the 
Long Island Collection, Queens 
Borough Public Library, 89-14 Par- 
sons Boulevard, Jamaica 32, New 
York. 








Island’s Largest Display 


Ira J. Friedman, 215 Main Street, 
Port Washington, who has the 
largest display of Long Island 
books, maps and other material, 
is selling “Colonial Long Island” by 
Paul Bailey exclusively in that ter- 
ritory. Adv. 








The Barth-Hamilton 
Agency, Inc. 
Complete INSURANCE Service 
George C. Barth, President 
134A Broadway Amityville 








AM 4-6600 and 6601 








volume of the poet’s work. It be- 
longs on every Long Island book- 
shelf for it is the sort of booklet 
to be preserved as well as read. 

Mr. Wells’ poems run from two 
lines to several times that many 
stanzas, and never fail to carry 
the spark that provokes thought. 
As an example, under the title 
Prosperity: 

The Earth caresses only him 
Who, in turn loves the soil; 
Who never lets the wind or rain 
This heritage despoil. 

It may be obtained by addressing 
the author at R.F.D. 1, 90 Sound 
Avenue, Riverhead, N. Y. Price 
postpaid $1. 





Manhasset Church History 


The Community Reformed Church 
of Manhasset really dates back to 
1732 when a number of Manhasset 
(Cow Bay) families united with 
those of Lake Success to organize 
the first Dutch Reformed Church 
in what later became North Hemp- 
stead town. The Manhasset mem- 
bers withdrew from the parent 
church in 1816 and formed their 
own group. The Lake Success so- 
ciety disbanded in 1830. The Man- 
hasset society adopted its present 
name in 1898. It received quite 
a boon in 1886 when Judge Onder- 
donk, whose home stood near the 
church, made a large gift on con- 
dition that the horse sheds be re- 
moved. 


Julian Smith sure knows his 
beaches, birds and botany. Harold 
F. Duffield, Elmont. 








Pamphlets by the Forum 

The Forum has a limited number 
of the following pamphlets, for sale 
at $1 postpaid: 

The Talented Mount Brothers, by 
Jacqueline Overton. 

Long Island’s First Italian, 1639, 
by Judge Berne A. Pyrke. 
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Books—Maps— Prints 
Paintings—Documents 

Bought and Sold 


Ira J. Friedman 


215 Main Street 


Port Washington 
Tel. PO 7-3547 


























E. CLAYTON SMITH 


Established 1913 
Jobber-Replacement Parts 
Tools - Equipment 
218-220 East Main St. 


Babylon Tel. MO 9-0551 








The Bowne House 


Historical Society 
Judge Charles S. Colden, President 

presents 

The Bowne House 
Built 1661 

Bowne St. and Fox Lane 

FLUSHING, N. Y. 
A Shrine to Religion Freedom 
ADMISSION FREE 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Saturdays 3to6 P.M 








Blomquist Laundry 
COMPLETE 
LAUNDRY SERVICE 
11 Cottage Row Glen Cove 
Tel. Glen Cove 4-1105 


Serving the Community 
Since 1900 




















Phone CHapel 9-2006 








Farmingdale Federal Savings 


and Loan Association 
312 CONKLIN STREET 


3i% Per Annum 


FARMINGDALE, N. Y. 
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“Ohe Judge ‘Was a Charmer Girst 


LTHOUGH my great-grand- 

father Thomas S. Strong had 
other interests Suffolk's first 
county judge, wreckmaster, etc... . 
I think his chief love was farming. 
He was one of the progressive farm- 
ers of his day, sweetening his land 
with lime and buying street manure 
from New York, which came by 
sloop, to fertilize his land. 

When the Suffolk County Agri- 
cultural Society started in 1818 he 
was its first president. I have his 
address to the Society a year later 
cn the anniversary of its founding. 
I thought some excerpts from it 
would be of interest here. After 
speaking of improvements that had 
been made in agriculture in other 
parts of the country, he continued: 


“Improvements with us are still 
in their infancy, the practices of 
our ancestors are still pursued by 
us with but little amendment and 
apparently with veneration. Farm- 
ers in other places become wealthy 
and prosperous, while we are con- 
stantly toiling for a bare support. 
Our land perhaps is not as fertile 
as that in other parts of the state, 
but our produce finds a readier and 
better market.” (It was shipped to 
New York by water.) 

He speaks of the benefits of these 
agricultural societies because “there 
is a constant correspondence be- 
tween most of the societies, in 
which the leading improvements 
and their application are detailed’; 
and he adds: “‘it is to be regretted 
that only about 80 persons have 
enrolled their names in our society.” 


Next he points out some errors 
to be corrected in Suffolk County. 
He says: “Farmers are not suffi- 
ciently educated. Agriculture is now 
a theoretical as well as practical 
employment. I am aware that there 
are some well founded objections to 
giving our sons a collegiate educa- 
tion in our large universities and 


The Author 





Miss Strong has written many 
more stories for the Forum during 
its more than twenty-one years than 
any other single author. She calls 
them “true tales” but they are ac- 
tually real history, 


Kate W. Strong 


cities. They frequently acquire 
habits and dress inconsistent with 
the plain occupation of a farmer. 
But the same information may be 
acquired by private tuition which 
I would recommend to all who wish 
to make their sons respectable 
farmers.” 

He then goes on to say: “We are 
in the habit of cultivating too much 
land. Farms to be profitable should 
not be overgrown. Large farms 
require great labor, care, and ex- 
pense, and are even then unpro- 
ductive. The most economical plan 
is to raise the most produce from 
the least land. The same quantity 
can be obtained from one acre of 
land well manured that will be pro- 
duced from two acres thinly covered 
with the same manure, while the 
latter requires double the time and 
labor in its cultivation.” 

He says that the farmers com- 
plained that the manure was so ex- 
pensive. (I suppose they thought 
that he had the money to buy a 
sloopload from New York and they 
could not afford that.) But he 
pointed out that if they would col- 
lect everything on their farms which 
would make manure there would be 
no necessity of buying much. In 
other words he was trying to per- 
suade them to make a compost heap. 

Next he brings up the point that 
many farmers, because of inbreed- 
ing, have inferior stock that pays 


poorly. He says that some enter- 
prising farmers have introduced 
new breeds, and this practice should 
be encouraged. 

His next criticism is that “We 
afford too much encouragement to 
foreign manufacturers and of course 
neglect our own. This arises in 
some degree from a mistaken pride. 
A man clothed in a plain home- 
spun suit appears to much greater 
advantage than one apparelled in 
the most costly garments of foreign 
manufacture, but the most import- 
ant consideration is that he who 
encourages domestic manufacturers 
contributes to the prosperity and in- 
dependence of his country.” 

Next he laments the introduction 
of a luxurious and expensive style 
of living, which is not suitable for 
farmers. He says: “We can afford 
to live in a neat style, and one 
which will furnish us with every 
rational enjoyment, but we ought 
not to and cannot allow ourselves 
fashionable indulgencies. This 
ought not to occasion us one regret. 
The fashionable may excite public 
attention and admiration for a short 
time, but the prudent, the economi- 
cal, and the industrious are alone 
permanently useful and respect- 


able.” 


In conclusion he remarks that he 
hopes the Society will receive the 
encouragemcnt which it deserves, 
and he believes that “It will then 
have a tendency to make us pros- 
perous, respectable and happy.” 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers of 





Babylon 
CHARLES F. PFEIFLE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Lots - Plots - Acreage 








Nerthport 





EDWIN N. ROWLEY, INC. 
EDWARD BIALLA 
ALBERT M. ZILLIAN 
Real Estate — Insurance 
Appraisals 
74 Main St., Northport 
ANdrew 1-8108 
Member L. I. Real Estate Board 





Mineola 


J. ALFRED VALENTINE 
Real Estate - Insurance 
148 Mineola Boulevard 
Phone Garden City 7-7200 








Hicksville 


SEAMAN & EISEMANN, Inc. 
Real Estate - Insurance 
167 Broadway’ Tel. WElls 1-0600 








Riverhead 





DUGAN REALTY COMPANY 
Eastern Long Island Country 
Places along Ocean, Sound, 
Peconic, Shinnecock Bays. 








REAL ESTATE 


Insurance Mortgages 


JOHN T. PULIS 


101 Richmond Ave., Amityville 
AMityville 4-1489 














EASTPORT 
Edward B. Bristow 


Real Estate and Insurance 


Main Street EAstport 5-0164 














Savings Accounts opened 
and Banking-by-Mail 


The Union 
Savings Bank 


of Patchogue, New York 


The only Savings Bank in 
Western Suffolk County 


Member Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 
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Railroad History 

“Early History of the Long Is- 
land Railroad, 1834-1900”, an attrac- 
tive 63-page volume, represents a 
painstaking project on the part of 
the author, Mildred H. Smith. 
Furthermore, Mrs. Smith presents 
this important chapter of the is- 
land’s history in a clear and concise 
style that bespeaks the well trained 
narrator. 

From the beginning of the rail- 
road era on Long Island on April 
25, 1832, when the Brooklyn and 
Jamaica Railroad Company was 
incorporated, the author describes 
the very gradual development of 
the various local lines, built and 
maintained by independent com- 
panies, into the one system that 
became a realty under President 
Austin Corbin and subsequently a 
part of the Pennsylvania system. 

In a letter to the Forum, the 
author writes that “It was because 
of the Forum that I first became 
interested in the subject. As head 
of a committee whose purpose it 
is to buy and collect regional ma- 
terial for our Garden City Library, 
I achieved a collection of your 
journals going back to 1942, and 
read them with great delight. It 
was through the Forum, also, that 
I began a correspondence with Mr. 
(Felix I.) Reifschneider, not only 
about acquiring material for our 
Library, but also to discuss various 
aspects of the Railroad’s history.” 

The book sells at $3 postpaid and 
may be obtained only from Ira J. 
Friedman, 215 Main St., Port 
Washington 

Correction: Not Justice Smith 

Contrary to a statement in the 
January Forum, Supreme Court 
Justice Wilmot M. Smith of Pat- 
chogue did not write “Far Above 
Cayuga’s Waters’, Cornell’s song. 
It was written by Archibald Weeks 
of Yaphank. 

At a banquet of Cornell Alumni 
a good many years ago, when a 
speaker gave the great Patchogue 
barrister credit for the song, Judge 
Smith arose and said: “Gentlemen, 
all credit for this famous song 
must go to a classmate of mine, 
Archibald Weeks, who was _ too 
modest to offer it himself, so gave 
me the honor of handing it to the 
University. I did it in his name, 
but it seems that a mistake was 
made.” 

I heard this story first in our 
old Quanch Duck Lodge on Great 
South Beach from another class- 
mate of theirs, who asked us after 





Continued next page 


Wading River 
WM. L. MILLER & SON 
Real Estate and Insurance 


Phone: Wading River 4323 
Port Washington 











Howard C. Hegeman Agency, Inc. 
Real Estate and Insurance 
POrt Wash. 7-3124 185 Main St. 





Commack 


Established — 1925 

JOHN W. NOTT 
Listings Wanted, Farms, Acreage, 
Water frontage Eastern L. I. Jeri- 
cho Turnpike at Commack, L. I. 
FOrest 8-9322. 











Huntin gton 


HENRY A. MURPHY 
INSURING AGENCY, Inc. 
Real Estate, Insurance, Mortgage 
Loans, Appraisals 
Steamship Tickets 
Cornelius L. Murphy Tel. Hunt. 176 


Wyandanch 


HAROLD S. ISHAM 
All Lines of Insurance 
Real Estate 
Straight Path, Wyandanch 
Tel. Midland 7755 


Mastic 

















Realtor—Insuror 
BENJAMIN G. HERRLEY 
MONTAUK HIGHWAY 
Phone ATlantic—1-8110 


Glen Head 


M. 0. HOWELL 
Real Estate - Insurance 
25 Glen Head Road 
PHONE: ORiole 6-0491 
Agency Estab. Over 50 Years 











Central Islip 


ROBERT E. O’DONOHUE 
Carleton Ave. Tel. 6317 Central Islip 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Established 1911 


INSURANCE 


Francis B. Garvey Robert Snyder 
MOhawk 1-2600 











Babylon 














Ketcham & Colyer, Inc. 
INSURANCE 


George S. Colyer, Secy. 
Broadway and Park Ave. 
AMityville 4-0198 
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Homeland 





Uniondale 


PETER P. ROCCHIO 
The Town Agency For 
Real Estate and Insurance 


889 Nassau Road, Uniondale 
Phone HEmpstead 2-6858 








Patchogue 





Reaitors—Insurors 


JOHN J. ROE & SON 
125 E. Main St. GRover 5-2100 





Glen Cove 


HAROLD A. JACKSON CO. 
Insurance and Real Estate 
7 W.Glen St. Tel. ORiole 6-1500 





And 15 Forest Ave., Locust Valley. 





Westbury 





HAMILTON R. HILL 
Insurance - Real Estate 
For Westbury and Vicinity 
EDgewood 3-0108 249 Post Ave. 








Floral Park 


EDMUND D. PURCELL 
REALTOR 
Sales - Appraisals - Insurance 
111 Tyson Ave. FLoral Park 4-0333 








Lake Ronkonkoma 


CLIFFORD R. YERK 
Lots, Farms, Shore Frontage 





Homes Acreage 
Rosedale Ave. and Richmond Blvd. 
Telephones Ronkonkoma 8543 and 8859 





East Norwich 


RICHARD DOWNING & SONS 
Established 1857 


Complete Insurance Service 


Jericho Road 
Tel. WAlnut 2 0592 


" BENS T. WEST 


Real Estate - Insurance 


EAST /ETAUKET 
Long Island, New York 
a Tel. 101 Setauket a) 

















Unqua Agency, Inc. 
General Insurance 
Real Estate 
GORDON W. FRASER, Mgr. 
170 Park Avenue AMityville 4-0876 




















telling the story, “Where is this 
Yaphank, the home of Archibald 
Weeks?” As for the truth of all 
this, it is backed up by relatives of 
Mr. Weeks. One of them is Ben- 
jamin W. Hawkins, a nephew. He 
and his wife recently had a goose 
dinner with us and during the meal 
he verified the story. 


Mr. Hawkins’ mother was Archi- 
bald Weeks’ sister and another sis- 
ter was Clara Weeks, schoolteacher 
and artist. Their father was Wil- 
liam Weeks of Yaphark, noted na- 
turalist, taxidermist and authority 
on bee culture, recognized as such 
by the U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture. He wrote an authoritative 
book on bee culture. His avoca- 
tion was figure skating in which 
field he won considerable fame. At 
82 years of age he was still writing 
the Lord’s Prayer in capital let- 
ters with his skates. I have seen 
him do it, and he would walk miles 
to go skating. 


Wilbur A. Corwin Bellport 


He Made Tom Weights 


The mention of “Tom” weights 
in the interesting article by Capt. 
Eugene S. Griffing in the January 
Forum recalls that I helped make 
them in the shop of Samuel! P. 
Hedges at Greenport years ago. 
We had an iron mould made in 
two halves. Eye-bolts were put 
into the open mould so that there 
would be cne eye on top and two 
on the sides. The two halves of 
the mould would then be bolted 
together and the mould filled with 
molten lead. When cooled the 
mould would be opened and we 
would have a lead weight about 
fifteen inches high with a rounded 
top. I do not know the thickness 
but it was probably about seven 
or eight inches. The weight of the 
tom as I recall it was about 300 
ibs. The shop men would try to 
lift it and I once managed to get 
it clear of the shop floor. We 
would put a short iron bar through 
the top eye and then by straddling 
the weight with one hand in front 
and the other in back would 
straighten our body up and thus 
lift it. The menhaden fishing fleet 
used to lay over weekends at the 
Main St. Dock in Greenport when 
I was working there in the 1890's. 

John Tooker, care Hartl, 
South Haven Ave. Medford, L. I. 

Note: Captain Griffing described 
the tom weight as a sort of anchor 
to hold down the bottom of a large 
net used by commercial fishermen 
in outside waters. 


East Quogue 





GEO. H. JONES 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Squires Ave., East Quogue 
Tel. Hampton Bays 2-0190 








Hubbell, Klapper & Hubbell 
LONG ISLAND REAL ESTATE 


65 Hilton Avenue 
Garden City, N. Y. 














**The Fame Behind the Name’’ 


HARDER 


Extermination Service, Inc. 


Termite Control, Mothproof- 
ing and all other services 


Phone Nearest Office 


GRover 5-2100 HUntington 4-2304 
PArk 7- 2943 1Vanhoe 1-8800 
MOhawk 9-2020 SOuthampton 1-03846 
BEllport 7-0604  STony Brook 17-0917 


F. Kenneth Harder Robert Troup 
President Vice-President 














Mortgage Loans 


First Mortgage Loans 
Are Our Specialty 
When you’ve found the 
home you would like to buy 
or build, consult us about 
financing. 


Suffolk County’s 
Oldest Savings Bank 


Incorporated 1858 
Southold Savings Bank 
Southold, New York 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 




















Che 
S\uffolk Group 


Iucorporated 
“CLINIC FOR 
ALL PHASES OF 
FAMILY FINANCES”’ 
The Old Mill Farm 
190 Merrick Road, Amityville 


Tel. AMityville 4-6868 
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Ice-Bound in 1894 


In the fall of 1894 I was working 
on an oyster dredging sloop for 
Jacob Ockers & Co. of Oakdale. 
The weather had been very mild 
that fall so just before Christmas 
our boat, with the captain, a cull 
boy, and myself, accompanied by 
another boat with a like crew, was 
ordered to Oak Beach, opposite 
Babylon, to tong oysters that had 
been planted there. 

As the water was very shallow 
we had to use a light draft scow 
to get to the spot and each day 
our oysters were transferred to the 
sloop and covered with heavy can- 
vas. From the very first the tem- 
perature started to drop, and one 
morning we awoke to find we were 
frozen in. Within two days we 
could walk to the beach on the ice. 
But we could not reach the main- 
land -which was about five miles 
away. 

From the Oak Beach Lifesaving 
Station the Captain telephoned his 
home in Blue Point and from there 
my people were notified of our pre- 
dicament. At the lifesaving station 
we also purchased food as our sup- 
ply was running low. To break 
the monotony the cull boy and I 
sometimes walked to the beach and 
roamed around there. It was a big 
relief from living and sleeping in 
the sloop’s eight-foot square cabin. 








Benj. G. Huskisson 
INSURANCE REAL ESTATE 
POrt Jefferson 8-0372 


Port Jefferson 




















208 East Main St., 
Allport LONG ISLAND 
REAL ESTATE 

INSURANCE 
for more than 40 years 

Main office on Main road at 
Mattituck. Tel. Mattituck 9-8434. 
Nassau County office at 1699 
Northern Blvd., Manhasset. Tel. 

Manhasset 7 2646. 








Real Estate Insurance 


EDWARD F. COOK 


East Hampton 
Telephone 4-1440 














LEON R. EDELSTEIN 
Babylon Town Real Estate 
Wanted to Purchase old L. I. 
Maps, Documents. 
630 Sunrise Highway Babylen 
Tel. MOhawk 9-1144 














The cull boy and I shared a three- 
foot bunk. 

We were ice-bound through the 
Holidays and it was eleven days 
before the oyster company’s one 
powerboat managed to break 
through the ice from Whig Inlet 
near Long Beach from where we 
reached Blue Point by land. 

Ralph S. Abrams 
Blue Point 


Islander “By Instinct” 


Dosoris, one time fabulous coun- 
try estate and world renowned ar- 
boretum at Glen Cove of Charles 
A. Dana, editor and part owner of 
the New York Sun, was sold in 
1905, following by eight years his 
death there at the age of 78. It 
then became the equally fabulous 
Harkness (Standard Oil) estate. Al- 
though a native of Hinsdale, N. H., 
Dana who lived at Glen Cove for 
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about 30 years referred to him- 
self as a Long Islander “by in- 
stinct”. 


Forum Stories Cited 


The following stories from the 
June and July issues of the Long 
Island Forum have been cited by 
Dorothy C. Barck, Librarian and 
Acting Editor of The New York 
State Historical Association, in its 
quarterly journal, New York His- 
tory: The Story of Bethpage State 
Park by Chester R. Blakelock, 
British Occupation of Long Island 
by Paul Bailey, State’s Earliest 
Baptist Church by Frances Irvin, 
and Flu Was Rampant in Early 
1800s by Chester G. Osborne. 


I am a faithful reader of the 
Forum and thoroughly enjoy it. 
Mrs. Richard Latham, Bethesda, 


Maryland. 
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“The Thirteen Tribes” 


By Paul Bailey 


A brief account of the 
locations, customs, characteristics and 
history of the Long Island Indians. 


Well [llustrated 


Fourth Printing Now Ready. 
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Amityville, N. Y. 


names, 





$1 Postpaid 














52 


MARCH 1959 


Continued from page 44 


the ploughed fields and 
fruit and berry buds. 

Now thoroughly alarmed, farm- 
ers replanted their fields but when 
June brought another snowfall and 
a coating of ice, conditions became 
calamitous. Some vegetables that 
had survived the June cold suc- 
cumbed the following month as 
winter weather lasted without a 
break all through July. August was 
even colder and all signs of fodder 
for the livestock disappeared. Even 
trees lost what little foliage that 
had thus far withstood the cold, 
and birds and other wild life died 
by the thousands for lack of feed. 
Live stock starved from want of 
hay and grain and human beings 
turned more and more to seafood 
as their chief diet after slaughter- 
ing their emaciated cattle, sheep 
and hogs. 

September brought a brief spell 
of relatively warm weather, but it 
was too late to revive vegetation. 
Then intense cold set in, with ice 
and snow, which lasted through 


ruining 
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October and November into early 
December when some of the warm- 
est days of the year arrived. As 
previously stated, most of the coun- 
try had the same experience and 
public funds were used to ship fish 
from the coastal points to inland 
states. 

The effects of this topsy-turvey 
year without a summer were felt the 
following spring when seeds for 
planting had to be imported to a 
great extent. Only in some few 
small sheltered spots had the 1816 
harvest been sufficient to provide 
any seeds at all. It was, in the 
opinion of some writers, America’s 
most disastrous year from natural 
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causes. Nothing like it has occurred 
since. 

The year 1821 brought another 
hurricane to this area. It struck 
the vicinity of Fire Island abous 
mid-afternoon of September 3 and 
caught a number of schooners and 
other sailing craft outside the beach- 
es. Captain “Uncle Josie’ Robin- 
son of East Patchogue was some 
miles to the west of the inlet in 
his schooner Glorian with eight 
other vessels when the hurricane 
struck. Every vessel was capsized 
during the first few minutes with 
the loss of twenty-one lives. The 
Glorian’s skipper managed to stay 
afloat with a length of cordwood 
under either arm and he eventually 
made shore near Rockaway Beach to 
live and sail for some years to 
come. Among the victims were the 
the brothers Terry—Jeremiah and 
Noah, Captain Daniel Saxton and 
Joseph Lovett, all residents of Pat- 
chogue and vicinity. 

It is said that in this hurricane 
salt spray was carried as far inland 
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THE “HISTORY HOUSES” 


OF THE FUTURE 


Are Being Financed by Your Savings Bank Now 





MORTGAGE MONEY AVAILABLE 
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as Coram, a dozen miles from the 
ocean. Great damage was done to 
buildings and countless huge trees 
were uprooted or snapped off at the 
base. The heavy rain that accom- 
panied this storm inundated many 
acres of farm land along the south 
shore, filled ponds and streams to 
overflowing, causing dams and 
bridges to be swept away. 

Two heavy storms, though prob- 
ably not of hurricane force, struck 
Long Island in 1835, the first on 
April 28 and the second on No- 
vember 11, the latter venting its 
wrath along the eastern seaboard 
from Nova Scotia to Virginia. The 
next storm of sufficient force to be 
listed occurred October 3, 1841, of 
which James Madison Huntting of 
East Hampton wrote in his journal 
five years later: “The most heavy 
wind I ever knew — many fences 
blown down’. A fortnight after 
this entry was made, in October 
1846, a number of vessels were 
blown ashore in a series of high 
winds, including the steamer At- 
lantic which stranded on Fishers 
Island. 

Tremendous gales occurred in 
this area in 1851, 1859, 1860 and 
1869, the latter, of hurricane pro- 
portions, coming in October after 
a severe September storm and ex- 
tending throughout most of the 
eastern states. It was accompanied 
by two days of heavy rain and, ac- 
cording to R. M. Devens’ “Our 
First Century” (1877), “‘losses 
reached millions of dollars and 
many lives were lost.” In_ this 
country and Canada communica- 
tions and transportation were at a 
standstill for several days. 

The next great storm recorded 
by historians did not strike until 
close. to twenty years later. It is 
known as the Blizzard of ’88 and 
is a matter of memory to a good 
many people now living. In the 
opinion of Osborn Shaw, who was 
a youth at Bellport at the time of 
this blizzard and who has _ since 
written on the general subject of 
the island's ‘storms and gales’, the 
Blizzard of '88 was not nearly as 
severe as the Christmas Blizzard of 
1811. Nevertheless, the ’88 storm 
came in an era of much greater 
development, on Long Island as 
elsewhere. The telegraph and the 
railroad, bridges of longer span, 
many more and much higher build- 
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ings, and an increased population 
trained to interdependence combin- 
ed to give the 1888 holocaust a 
greater scope for havoc. 

That the blizzard of early March 
88 wrought tremendous havoc is a 
matter of record. On Long Island 
trains were stalled, communications 
severed, east end villages isolated 
for days and numerous craft swept 
ashore. Besides deep snow and 
heavy winds, there was intense cold. 
Nevertheless, loss of human life 
was well below that of any number 
of previous storms. The loss in 
wild life, especially among wild 
fowl, however, was calamitous. The 
feathered victims of freezing and 
starvation ran into uncountable 
thousands. 

And speaking of intense cold, 
Long Island has had many stormless 
periods of sub-zero weather over 
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the years. In 1872 the westerly 
end of the sound froze over from 
shore to shore. Going further back, 
the winter of 1835-36, especially 
during the month of February, was 
extremely cold. William D. Par- 
sons of East Hampton wrote in 
his journal that on Monday, Feb- 
ruary 1, 1836, ‘there was not any 
ice in Gardiner’s Bay. Tuesday it 
was nearly closed and on Friday, 
the Sth, William D. Parsons (him- 
self) and William H. Cook waiked 
across the bay on the ice. On Wed- 
nesday, the 17th, William D. Par- 
sons, Lester Bennett and William 
Jackson Bennett crossed the bay 
with a horse and sleigh. Thursday 
the 18th Mr. Parsons and wife, 
with Mrs. Sarah Gardiner and three 
of the island men in one sleigh, 
and John N. Gardiner in a ‘jumper’ 
crossed the bay on ice.”’ 
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It may be timely to here quote 
an item from the Hempstead In- 
guirer of January 21, 1857: “The 
ocean opposite Moriches has been 
frozen so that the boys have skated 
a considerable distance from the 
shore, entirely around the wreck of 
the Irene, which recently went 
ashore at that place.” 

According to John Good of Gar- 
den City, who was a keen student 
of the island’s weather “During 
February 1896 at Far Rockaway 
the ocean froze over as far as one 
could see. I walked out on the 
ice a little ways.” Also wrote Mr. 
Good: “During the frigid winter 
of 1917-18 the Long Island Sound 
froze over sufficiently between 
Oyster Bay and Greenwich, Ct., to 
permit cars to drive across, as seen 
and reported to me by Captain 


Continued on next page 
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Johnson of the Seawanhaka-Corin- 
thian Yacht Club.” 

The well remembered hurricane 
of September 21, 1938 was the 
first in nearly seventy years to strike 
Long Island. It was especially se- 
vere at the east end where the 
Hamptons, especially Westhampton 
Beach, suffered great loss of life 
and property damage. Sweeping 
across the island and across the 
sound to Rhode Island its toll in 
that area was much greater. Six 
years later another hurricane swept 
the island, fellowed by one in 1953 
and two in 1954, but none of these 
wrought the destruction left by the 
hurricane of 1938. Asa matter of 
fact, the hurricanes and_ other 
storms that have come along since 
then are of too recent occurrence 
to need recording here. 

A subject we have not touched 
upon is waterspouts. Long Island 
has had them, but infrequently. 
From time to time offshore snouts 
have been spotted by local fisher- 
men. In the 1890s a small spout 
was seen to course across a small 
pond, known as East Lake, in Pat- 
chogue. On Friday the 13th of 
August, 1909, a large spout moved 
across Peconic Bay and caused con- 
siderable damage near the shore at 
Southold. On August 6, 1913 three 
spouts traveled through the sound 
from west to east off Nassau Coun- 
ty and western Suffolk, causing no 
damage. 

Previous to that, however, on Au- 
gust 15, 1898, a trio of spouts 
came ashore from the ocean at Rock- 
away Point, one breaking on the 
nearby meadows, another traveling 
further inland before splashing 
down while the third moved in a 
general northerly direction the 
length of the Rockaway peninsula, 
crossed Merrick road between Lyn- 
brook and Valley Stream and final- 
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Continued on page 56 

ly came to an end a mile or more 
further north. Before disintegrat- 
ing, however, it created consider- 
able damage, leaving in its path a 
number of unroofed buildings and 
a badly damaged roadhouse.gwhich 
it shifted from itsyfoundation into 
a busy thoroughfare, blocking all 
traffic. The taverte yas Afiter re- 
named the Cyclone Hotel. ~~ 

The most destructive waterspouts 
ever to visit Long Island were three 
in number that smote the shorefront 















Early Mototists“at Mineola Fair, 1897 


That Old Auto Forum we printed a letter from 

In the July 1958 issue of the Samuel B. Cross of Westhampton 

Forum, page 134, you printeds the Beach identifying the car as “the 

picture of an old auto, with the Stanhope model made by the Co- 
question, “What Is It?” It is, I !umbia Car Company.” 

think, a Waverly Electric about Subsequently, two collectors of 


Rescue by Coast Guard Jack Avery : es 
in '38 Hurricane 1900. John Shiel, Glen Head. old cars have verified Mr. Cross’s 
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of Glen Cove August 16, 1926, ae ae ee 


wrecking more than a dozen build- 
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Beck Shoe Sponsors Scholarships 
At Traphagen 


Each year a talented young stu- 
dent who has won her “spurs” in 
shoe design is welcomed by the 
Traphagen School of Fashion in 
its studios at 1680 Broadway, New 
York. She is the winner of the 
A. S. Beck Shoe Company’s Schol- 
arship. 

The pictures here tell the story. 
Judges (top) pick th. best entry 
in the Beck Shoe Design Contest. 
The competition is sparked by 
forums in high schools in all states 
surrounding the New York area 
and these are conducted by popu- 
lar Gil McDougald of the New 
York Yankees, whose off-season ac- 
tivities have made him expert on 
shoes and public relations. Photo 
above shows from left, Mrs. Mc- 
Dougaid and Gil, Virginia Hamel 
and Jean Smith (both of Traphagen 
School) as the panel of judges, with 
Beck’s President Saul Schiff. The 
prize design in the foreground is 
by Doris Reidenauer of Reading, 
Penna., the new scholarship win- 
ner. In the inset is Beverly Pol- 
lock, current winner of the Beck 
prize now attending Traphagen. In 
the lower photo Mr. McDougald 
gets show style preference data for 
Beck’s designers from’ teen-age 
forum participant. The gifted win- 
ner is awarded not only tuition at 
Traphagen, but the Beck Company 
fills in by offering part-time em- 
ployment that provides both money 
and experience in the fashion ac- 
cessory field. A happy arrange- 
ment most students today appreci- 
ate! Congratulations to A. S. Beck 
Shoe Company for thus sponsoring 
talented young American artists 
and designers! 


As an actual old Clamdigger from 
way-back * * * look forward to 
the coming of each issue. * * * To 
us Long Island is a country all its 
own. George A. Micklin, Port 
Washington. 








EAST HAMPTON 


Town Records Available for most years, 
1648-1943. 

E. H. Trustees Journals, years 1725-1925; 
Highway Records, 1901-1925; Montauk, 
1660-1879; at prices ranging from $2.50 


per volume, to $20. Write East Hampton 


Town Clerk 


East Hampton K &, & ¥. 
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Old Albertson Mill 

I recently noticed that construc- 
tion work along Old Country road 
has gotten very close to the old 
Albertson Mill in Mineola and it 
may soon become just a memory 
if this work goes back any farther. 
Richard A. Winsche, Bellerose. 


Elias Pelletreau Exhibit 
The handicraft of Elias Pelle- 
treau, Southampton silversmith, 
and his sources of design, is be- 
ing exhibited at the Brooklyn Mu- 
seum until March 15. The hours: 
weekdays 19 to 5; Sundays 1 to 5. 


I enjoyed reading Miss Ellizabeth 
R. Brown's story about Nathaniel 
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Dominy (1737-1812), East Hamp- 
ton’s famous’ clockmaker. The 
Dominy homestead, which stood on 
North Main street, built in the late 
1600’s, was torn down during the 
second World War. The clock shop, 
attached thereto, however, was sal- 
vaged and is now standing on the 
dunes off Further lane, as part of 
the summer home of Dudley Rob- 
erts Jr. | ae ae 


Let me say that Julian Smith’s 
story on o’possums was a hum- 
dinger. He is always good but he 
sure does know his “possums’’. 
Capt. Wilbur A. Corwin, Bellport. 


It is such a pleasure to receive 
my Forum each month. Mrs. 
Charles W. Byram, Howard Beach. 
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ae “ There it is! A Washer-Dryer combination that makes everything easier! 
7 a he. Your clothes wash spotlessly clean and fresh—colors are bright and clear, 
’ _ white things whiter than new. And, with an automatic dryer, every day 
Pi i is sunny! Your dryer is actually “‘better than sunshine’’ because there’s 
no fading . . . no wear and tear from wind and weather. Clothes are fresh- 

air dry and sweet, soft and fluffy. 


See the newest models at your 
LILCO Authorized Appliance Dealer 


See all the newest models—separate washers and dryers, 
combination washer-dryer in one unit. Your local LILCO 
Authorized Appliance Dealer will help you choose the 
perfect automatic laundry appliances for your needs— 
QD and you will have fine, dependable service and satisfac- 
Sy, ~~xa_()\.= |] tion for many years to come. 
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Elihu Miller, Botanist 

Here in the room which we still 
call “the post office” is an old sign 
which reads “Store and Tavern, 
Z. M. Miller’, and on my father’s 
desk are some of the account 
books kept by Zophar Mills Miller, 
my great-grandfather. I re- 
member the post office well and 
the sign and letterbox are still on 
the old Dutch door. ... I live in 
the 1799 house and my brother 
(William L. Miller) next door in a 
house built by the same Zophar 
about 30 years later. 

Mrs. Norman Jay Bruen 
Wading River 

Note: The writer refers to a 
story by the Forum editor in his 
syndicated newspaper column, His- 
toric Long Island. Zophar Mills 
Miller, Sylvester Miller and Elihu 
Miller, grandfather, father and son, 
served successively as Wading 
River's first three postmasters, be- 
ginning in 1825, all in Mrs. Bruen’s 
present home. 

Her father, Elihu, was not only 
postmaster but also a very famous 
botanist. His writings on the sub- 
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Private Banquet Room 
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292 Merrick Rd. Amityville 
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ject appeared in “The Flora of the 
United States”, published many 
years ago by Britten & Brown, 
New York, and in other leading 
publications of his day. 


The Nob!e Chestnut 


There is a general belief among 
korticulturai groups that the na- 
tive American Chestnut has become 
extinct on Long Island. 

This noblest of all of our trees 
still struggles to exist and many 
can be seen alive on the high 
wooded Ridge on my property at 
Wading River though young sap- 
lings all show signs of the fatal 
blight. In one case the sapling 
attained a diameter of stem of two 
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George E. Hart 
Wading River 


Note: Mr. Hart, a renowned horti- 
culturist, who closed his nursery as 
January 1, still maintains his 
arboretum and hospitable 
home at Wading River. 
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To dine at leisure in 

an atmosphere of yesteryear 
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Re-opens Tues. March 3 


GIL CLARK’S 


Maple Avenue Fish House 
L. I.’s FAMOUS 
OYSTER and CLAM 
BAR 
Maple Ave. Dock, Bay Shore 
Margaret E. Clark, Gilbert M. Clark 
Tels. MOhawk 5-1550 and 1551 























“Willie and Herman's” 


La Grange 


Montauk Highway East of Babylon 


Luncheons - Dinners 
Large New Banquet Hall 


Tel. MOhawk 9-9800 




















STERN’S 


Pickle Products, Inc. 
Farmingdale, N. Y. 


CHapel 9-0248 
Complete Line of Condiments for the 
Hotel and Restaurant Trade 
Prompt Deliveries Quality Since 1890 
Factory conveniently located at 
Farmingdale 




















“Richard Smith and the Bull” 


An illustrated poem by Paul Bailey, in large print, on 
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infection was ap- 


us more of Tuomey’s tall 
(Mrs.) Elvira Terry, Queens. 








